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" You think she will make Prince William a good wife and
a good future Consort," he rejoined. " I am inclined to
think she may, because she has not got the brains to talk
much. At all events, that child will never be to her husband
what the daughter of the Queen of England has been to the
Crown Prince. If Prince William had fallen in love with a
woman of strong character and that woman had come under
bad influences, it would have been calamitous for Germany.
She could have made him do anything. It would be worse
for my successor than it has been for me with the Crown
Prince and Princess."

The real outburst between William and his parents arrived
in 1884. The cause of it was the Battenberg affair. In 1883
Princess Victoria became engaged to Prince Alexander of
Battenberg, the ruler of Bulgaria. Prince Alexander was a
member of the Hessian Royal Family and, as a nephew-in-
law of Princess Alice of Hesse, was not only known to but
was approved as a very outstanding young man by Queen
Victoria. Queen Victoria thought the match very suitable
when her delighted daughter sent her news of it. If William
was her favourite grandson Victoria was her favourite
granddaughter. She debated coming to Germany for the
wedding.

But Queen Victoria did not, as Count Bismarck believed,
arrange the match in the first place as a masterly piece of
foreign policy. Of course, she was not blind to this side of the
affair and was doubtless more enthusiastic about it on
this account, once the engagement was a fact, than was
prudent in view of the fierce antagonism to the Bulgarian
match which she must have known was rising in, Berlin
circles.

The Crown Princess certainly appreciated that, if the
Bulgarian match could be brought about, the result in the
long run would be to bring Germany and Great Britain
closer together, and on that account and because she was
naturally jealous for the happiness of Victoria, she became a
tiger when the Chancellor took the field against the projected
marriage.